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ED ITOR IA L St
UNITED ACTION: BY THE PROFESSIONS

OF MEDICINE, DENTISTRY AND
PHARMACY

"Fraternal Greeting Delegates."-Proceed-
ings, from time to time, of the annual sessions of
state medical associations record fraternal greet-
ings, as expressed by representatives from neigh-
boring states; and such felicitations make for
solidarity, a unity of effort in the attainment of
organization and other results, always mutually
desirable. Good, however, though the maintenance
of such interchange of opinion may be, an equally
important series of contacts are those which can
be made with members of the dental profession
(who, in one sense, from both the standpoint of
professional training and their work, also are doc-
tors of medicine, specializing in a very definite and
important field in oral hygiene and surgery), and
with members of the pharmaceutical profession
(whose forebears included many of the "barber-
surgeons" of earlier days, and whose interests are
still likewise most intimately related to medical
practice).

In the domain of the public health, then, phy-
sicians, dentists and pharmacists all have heavy
and interlocking responsibilities, as witness in in-
fectious diseases, focal infections, food and drug,
and also narcotic violations.

Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical Profes-
sions Are Well Organized; They Should Pool
Their Efforts.-Each of these three professions
is well organized, and, in certain activities, each
excels the others in well-planned and effective
work; wherefore, more intimate contacts, one with
the other, and each with the other two, could be
made to be of value, not only to the professions
themselves, but to the state and its citizens who are
to be served.

Another thought to be kept in mind is this:
Practically every citizen in California, and other
commonwealths, too, at some time or another, has
dealings with either a physician, a dentist or a
pharmacist; these relationships being often of a
peculiarly important and personal nature, needing
as their basis mutual confidence and friendship.
The existence of this psychologic foundation

t Editorials on subjects of scientific and clinical interest,
contributed by members of the California Medical As-
sociation, are printed in the Editorial Comment column
which follows.


